The autecology of eleven mediterranean octocoral species (3 Stolonifera, 4 Alcyonacea, 4 Gorgonacea) was studied near Banyuls-sur-Mer (southern France). Field 
species was defined. The niches of several species partly overlap: the survival "strategy" of these species was defined as "competitivity". Other species display "specialization", a strategy by which Submarine communities are very complex systems.
In most cases a depth-dependent zonation has been demonstrated (Roos, 1964; Loya, 1972; Schmidt, 1972; Castric-Fey et al., 1973; Bak, 1975; Van den Hoek et al., 1975; Wedler, 1975; Burla et al., 1976; Benayahu & Loya, 1977; Wiedenmayer, 1977) .
In other cases specific environmental factors seem to dictate community composition and zonation, such as water movement (Wedler, 1975; Geister, 1977; Wiedenmayer, 1977) , sedimentation (Chardy, 1970; Weinberg, 1978a) or light (Roos, 1967; Harmelin, 1969; Chardy, 1970;  True, 1970; Zander & Heymer, 1970 , 1977 Duclaux & Laf argue, 1972; Jaubert & Vasseur, 1973 , 1974 Kinzie, 1973; Schuhmacher, 1973; Boutler et al., 1974; Gamulin-Brida, 1974; Grigg, 1974; Wedler, 1975; Weinberg, 1975a Weinberg, , 1978a Dana, 1976; Zander & Jelinek, 1976 (1976a, 1977, 1978c (Weinberg, 1975b (Weinberg, , 1977 
